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SHARING KNOWLEDGE. GROWING IMPACT.  

Spotlight on Small and Growing 

Community Foundations: Challenges, 

Trends, and Opportunities 
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the IDEA BEHIND  

IS SIMPLE 

What if EACH community foundation  

could know what ALL community 

foundations collectively know? 
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A Look at Small and Growing Community Foundations 

4.8% 
representation of reported 2015 assets 

$3.5 BILLION 

in Assets 

$383 MILLION 

in Gifts Received 

4.9% 
representation of reported 2015 gifts 

$217 MILLION 

in Grants to the Community 

3.4% 
representation of reported 2015 grants 

54% 
of all community foundations with 2015 data 

151 CFS W/ ASSETS <$70M 

reported 2015 data to CF Insights 
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Small and Growing Community Foundation 

Asset Breakdown 

Asset Range # of Foundations 

>$50M 17 

$30-50M 26 

$20-30M 24 

$10-20M 44 

$5-10M 27 

$1-5M 10 

<$1M 3 
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Where are you located? 
2015 Columbus Survey Participants, CFs under $70M in assets 

CA 

3 

CO 

2 

CT 

2 

FL 

18 

GA 

1 

IA 

1 
CO 

3 

IN 

87 

MA 

1 

MI 

2 

MN 

1 

MO 

1 

MS 

1 

MT 

1 

NC 

1 

NE 

1 

NM 

2 

NV 

1 

NY 

2 

OH 

2 

PA 

5 

SC 

1 

UT 

1 
VA 

3 

WA 

6 

WI 

3 

WV 

1 

WY 

1 

59,582 
Median size of population 

served 

26M 
Total population served 



62% 

Rural 

9% 

Urban 

30% 

Both 

Small and Growing CFs 
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Urban and Rural Areas Served 
The Field 

36% 

Rural 

21% 

Urban 

43% 

Both 
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Change in Assets, 2014-2015 

0.8% 
median change in 

assets 

The Field 

2015 

2014 

0.5% 
median change in 

assets 

Small CFs 
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Per Capita Gifts and Grants 

$21.12 $13.04 

Small CFs 

Gifts Grants 

The Field 

$23.77 $17.60 

Gifts Grants 

8 
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Endowed Assets and Distribution Rates 

9 

55% 
Median 
percentage of 
endowed assets 
for smaller CFs 

87% 
Median percentage of 
endowed assets for the field. 

4.8% 
Distribution 

Rate 

5.9% 
Distribution 

Rate 
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23 
Median age in years for small 

community foundations 
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We surveyed the field to learné 

Challenges 

Opportunities 

Obstacles 

Near future developments 



© CF Insights 2016 12 

70 
Survey responses 

$23M 
Median assets 

4 
Median FTEs 
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Not a challenge/strength 

Slight challenge 

Large/persistent challenge 

Open-ended questions Multiple choice questions 
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1. To what extent do the following statements regarding financial 

sustainability pose a challenge to your foundationôs overall 

effectiveness? 

2. To what extent do the following statements regarding 

organizational capacity pose a challenge to your foundationôs 

overall effectiveness? 

3. To what extent do the following statements regarding community 

leadership and impact pose a challenge to your foundationôs 
overall effectiveness? 

Multiple choice questions 
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Financial Sustainability 


